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| MAID's RIDDLE. 
| | 8 | h_ 
\  TROVBLESOME Gueſt 9 
Perplexes my Reſt, bb 
. And makes me all over uneaſy; ; 2 
? I was airy and free | = 
; 8 As any could be, : 


But now am unaQtive and lazy. | 


This very ſame Thing 
Is admir'd by a King, | EE 5 
And ſought for in every Nation nn 


It quickly does cloy, i 
Gi ves both Pain and Joy 
To Folks of each Rank an each Station. 
The wiſe Men approve it, 3 
Ihe ignorant love it, 2 
Then let it be ſaid, without Fiaion, | 
Here Faſſ ve Obedience, | . 
With all its Ingredients ” - 
Is 925 without any Reiten 9 
80 great is its Force,, Re 
It drawes more than a Halle, "IR ITE 
Saks.” Tyrants obey its N . 
* en, . 
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(6) 
If Priefts don't adore it, 
They kneel dern before it, 
Nor is it difpleas'd when they fand. 


Nay more may be ſaid, 
It vai ſes the Dead, 
The Living it kills on the ſpot; 
Whoever will quell 
This Monſter fo fell, 
Lucinda ſhall fall to his Lot. 


nn — . FS 1 8 ti 2 


ith 
n 


e 


Th- UNSATISFEYD Lass, or the Cook 
ſopt in his own Fat. A Ballad. 


To the Ture of, A Infly. yourg Smith, &c. 


With Sweatirg. Turmoiling, 
Pains taking, aud Teiling, 
So bo ! jp £5 RS > 
When to him came running in haſtea young dinner, 
And asked if he'd work in ber Kite ten below, 
With Sweating, Turmoiling, &c. | 


N brisk Cook was pre pating a Dinner, 


Ay, ay, quoth the Cook, I'll do that if you're willing, 
| With Sweating, Turmoiling, kk. 
Neerdoubt but I'll pleaſe you, and earn a Shilling. 
The Bargain was made, and away they did go, 
| With Sweating, Turmoiling, cc. 


She gave him a Coney, and bid him to ſpit it, 
With Sweating, Tur moiling, cc. 
But ſaid he ſhou'd pay for't, if that he did ſplit it, 

To which he conſented, if he ſhould do ſo, / 

a With Sweating, Tur moiling, c. 1 
| | | 0 
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Jo work then he went, and he thou ght it was eaſy, 


Vith Sweating, Turmciling, &c. 
She bid him thruft briskly, and be not ſo lazy 
If he was an Artiſt, his Skill he muſt ſhow, 
With Sweating, lurmoailing, &c. 


'Tis damnable tongh,quoth the Cook, perceive it, 
With Sweating, Tuymoiling, &c. 

NoWhit-leather worſe, and I fear I mult leave it; 

My Labour is loſt, tho I thruſt puff and blow, 
With Sweativg, Jurmoiling, &c. 


If your Judgment, ſays ſhe, 1s no better, go fiddle, 
With Sweating, TIurmoilixg, &c. | 
You thruſt at the Bone, prithee keep in the Middle, 
And then you will find it flip in apropos, 
With Sweating, Turmoiling, &c. 


Quoth he, I was once of Opinion that no Man 
With Sweating, Turmoiling, &c. 4 

In thruſting had ever leſs Skill than a Woman; 

But you have convinc'd me that it is not ſo, 
With Sweating, Turmoiling, &c. 


- This job now isdone,quoth the Laſs, there's another, 


Vith Sweating, turmoilixg, &c. 
You will eaſily ſpit it, then keep not a pother, 


But thruft in briskly the Way it ſhould go, 


With Sweating, turmoiling, &c. 


Thou art not a Bungler, I plainly diſcover, 
With Sweating, turmoiling, & c. 
Then ſpit me a third, ſince the ſecond is over, 
For three is the Fee of a Maiden you know, 
With Sweating, tus moiling, &c. 
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=. I'm now out of Breath, quoth the Cook, and I tell y 
. With ſweating, turmoiling, &c. =P 
© If you have not enough may the De il fill yourBelly, 
III ſpit you no more, for my Spirits are low, 
With jweating, turmoiling, 
Pains- taking, and toiling, > 
So ho! | 


1he STory of an Eſſex 'Squi'e's 
tabing his Wiſe's hairy Belly for & 
Sign of Witchcraft. e 


Sir Jos ER, RES all 


CCORDING to your Requeſt, IJ have made? 
A the ſtricteſt Enquiry 1maginable, and you 
way depend upon the following Account to be 
eduine. * 
Mr. T-—fd—1, who lives in the County of 
Eſſex, is a Gentleman, who may be ſaid to have 
had a double Knock in the Cradle; however, tho 
_ Nature has play'd the Niggard with him in re- 
ſpect cf Senſe and Underitanding, yet Fortane 
doats upon him, and has given him a grecher 
Share of Wealth than Fools ought to be entrüſt- 
ed with ; and this perhaps may be one Reaſon 
n his Relations provided à Wife for 
1m. og ae 
An intimate Acquaintance, who is an excel. 
lent Preacher, but an arch Wag, came” to him | 
the Morning he was to be married, and told | 
him, that every Woman who was crimferons in : 
any Furt but her Head, was certainly a Vitcbh; 
e Squire was a little ſhocked at this unex- 
e | pte 
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lieved the Bride was not of that Number, for 
he had known her ſome Years, the Bridegroom 
took Heart of Grace, and went to Bed to his 


Wife, but not without ſome feer and trembling. 


He now began to give his Hand the Liberty 
of Roving, which he often pulled back on a 
fudden, I: he ſhould find what he did not 
deſire to diſcover : The Bride trembled, but 


Modeſty would not permit her to ask  Queſ- 


tions. He now makes another Eſſay, which 
me ſuffered wit! the Patience and Refignation 
of a Lamb, but happening to touch à Place, 
.* which ſhall be nameleſs, he jumps out of Bed, 
behaves like a Madman, and bellows out, My 
wife is « Witch , my Wife is a Witch © 

This unuſual Outcry alarmed all the good 
People in the Houſe; and the Mother, unwilling 
to expoſe her Son, went up Stairs, attended only 
with her Daughter, and opening the Door, a+ked 
what was the Matter? The Squire, who had no- 
thing on him but his Shirt, made a ſecond Up- 


roar, ſobbed and cried, and told his Mother he- 
was married to a Witch. The old Gentle woman, 


not knowing what to make of this Aﬀair, went 
and interrogated the Bride, while the Daughter, 


with much entreaty, prevailed with her Brother 


to put on his Gown. By this time the Mother 
had a full Relation of all that paſſed in Bed; 
and gueſſing the Reaſon why her Son Jr del 
his Wife to be à Mitch, and that Somebody had 
filled his Head with ſach a Conundrum, on pur- 
poſe to make a Jeſt of him, and expoſe him in 


publick Company, took him afide, and fpoke - 


thus to him. M ill you always be a Fool? What 


a Rout do you make about nothing? How comes 
it to paſs that you have ſuch Skill in Women, a4 
to know who are Witches, and who are not? He 
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TIN EY, abs (+ 10 ) : 
then related what the Prie/t had told him; at 
Wich his Mother couid not refrain from laugh- 

8 ing, but turned her Face aſide, that he might 

> not oblerye her, Well! ſays ſhe, do you think 

Fa Jama Vitch? Or that your Siſter is one? No, {F 

replied the *Squire, for then | muſt be a Lim 

| of the Devil. In ſhort Sir, the Mother and 

© Siſter were obliged to gratify one. of his Senſes, 
before he could be perſuaded that his Wife was 
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not a Witch. This being done, he went to Bed | 
"M contentedly; and the Chamber-Door was ſcarce 


locked, wien he began to ſtroke. the bewitching. 
Part, ſaving, Poor Thing, did J abuſe it? G-4 
help it, ai 1 abuſe it, poor Thing £ Come, come, | 
let us buſs, and be Friends. | | 

I do atfure you, Sir, that this Story is literally 
true; and the Squire is better known by the 

Nickname of Little G--d help it, than by his 
own. Name T—ſ4—1, every Boy in the Pariſh _. 
jeers him vith it; and having very lately | 
ſtabbed one of them in the Back, the Blade of 
his Sword has been taken out, and a Tath | 
wihaped and painted in imitation of it, is placed 
in its room. I am, Sir, . 
15 Tours, &c. 
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The Saus AGE. A Tale. FP 


5 5 olly A ißt, who every Night 7 
_ N. aſe 2 wr delight, | 1 
= With a true, Boording-School, fly Look, i 
Revealed the Secret to the Cook, 

Who finding ſhe'd take no Denial, | 

Did promiſe her to make a Trial. | 'l 
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With Bread next Morn the Buber came, 
The Cook to him reveal'd the ſame ; 


» + 


A Plot between em both was laid. 6 
To undeceive the Sporting Maid. | 4.0 
Twixt twelve and one young Miſs aroſe; . : 


And to the Cook-maid's Bed the goes; | 
Then turning round, ſhe, whiſp'ring, ſays, 
Tl ſhew you now the Art to pleaſe. 
The Baker follow'd her Inſtruction, 

And quickly did obtain Induction. 


Whate'er they did may well be gueſs'd, 
4 *Tis better thought on, than exprets'd: & 
= The Baker pleas d her at the firſt, 

© 3 


But ſoon ſhe cry'd, My Hopes are cursd; 


1 The Sauſage, Joan, I find is Bur /f. 
De Quakers LETTER to Rachel | 
F Hackabout, a Strumpet in the Hu 1. | 
1 dred of Drury. | 
3 Sifter RAchE "I 


"Y 7 Wife of my Boſom hath been told by 
the Profanc, that thee and I were in a. 
(a) Leathern-Conveniency, and that Febu, the 
Coachman, drove us to the (b) Sink of odom 
and Gomorrah. She is a Gifted Siſter, and threat- 
ens to have me turned out from among the Rigl- 
9 tous, except I renounce thy Company: Very, 


2 (a) A Hackney Coach. ( Drus) Hare. 
| B 2 I Sn” Fa | - ; 
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T cannot comply, by reaſon that thee haſt Kind- 

led in me the Fire of Concup:ſcence, which thee _ 

alone canſt quench, for as thee : haſt prevailed + 
over my Outward Man, the Fleſb hath gotten the 
te'ter of the Spirit, and therefore I requeſt thee 
hit we Lambs may ſport and play. together this 
Night. O! how tempting are thy (c) two Hills 

of Sion, which led me to the Valley of Feboſba- 
phat, wherein I took ſo much Pleaſ ure Let me 
have the full Fruition of Happineſs; and if 

through the abundance cf our Lare, thee ſhould'ſt 

peradventure conceive, and bring forth Fruit, 

verily I will make Proviſion for the Babe o 

Grace, yea, and for thee likewiſe. Come this 
Evening to the Sign of the (d) Firff and the 
Laſt, in (e) Sixth day Street, where thee wilt find 

| thy Friend, i . 

* AMINADAB. 
The 17th Day of h 

the 1cth Month, 


{c) Her two Breaſts, (d) The Cradle and Coſiu. 
(e) Fryday ſtrect. | | 
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To the Lady Mary ; with the Cha- 
racer of a Modern Fop. 


THOU fole Diſpoſer of my captive Heart, o 

Why doft thou play amp ee "ure Part 

Can you, divinely fair One, take Delight Y 
To torture and torment me Day and Night? 

How hard my Task! how cruel is my Fate, "2 

To draw the Picture of the Mau I hate! 1 


The Mau, whoſe Image in your Breaſt you wear, 
Who always finds « kind Reception there: 
Nor is this all, much more you ſtill require; 
> Such is your Will, and ſuch is your Deſire; 
His. Inperfellions mult be gilded ver, | | 
That made a Firtze which was Vice before; | 
His Folly flatter'd, and his Merit prais'd, 1 
His Name extoll'd, tho* from a Dungh:ll rais d. | 
Can I, who ne'er have been at Court, do this? 
= Turn Sycopbamt, ſay Miſery is Blaſs e ; 
But you, Melinda, bear imperial Sway, 3 f 
And ſince 'tis your Command I muſt obey.. 


1 The Man is free, well-built, of middle Size, 
Fet looks but litele in ſome People's Eyes; 
But here he gains an advantageous Pals, 

4 No one can call him an egregzons Aj. 


His Eyes, Melinda, are a lovely Hue, 

Round, full, well-fet, and of an azure blue, 
But one thing yet, methinks, _ much require, 
A Portion of à jaſt and lively Fire; | 
Tho' that may be when near to yours they ſtand, f 
3 _ who ſhall e 1 
His Ex ws thi ite, vaſtly Targe appear, f 
Till the deſtroying Tweezers — hs ; 
* And this refutes what all his Foes relate; 
Who ſay his Face is too efftemanate. 


Nature to him = middling Noſe has given, 
Or rather Hort, but neither ſmooth or even. 
Ik his is the Reaſon, as Phyſicians tell, | 
Why he can nothing at a Diftance ſmell. 
is pretty Mouth with #iuſhing Red is ting'd, 
Why ſhould it not ? Adonis is unhing'd : | 
A double Portion of 333 ' 
Supplies the Want of Wit, the Want of Senſe. 


An 
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_ An advantageous Way of Dreſs he ſnews, 


Not to be parallePd by modern Beaux: 


| 12 And rolls his Stockings by a Looking-glaſs. 
| 7 His Courage no one ſure will make his Scorn z 
BE His Heart is good, becauſe a Gaſcoigne born; 
, And ſince no Loſer he can be by Strife, ,_ 
[ He'll bazard freely for a trifle Li fe; 7 
3 For well he knows, as he has oft confeſt, 
6 The Hazard's but a trifle at the beſt. 

That he's no Lyar I may ſafely ſwear, 


» — 


For to lye handſomely requires a Share - - 
Of lively ſprightly Thoughts at leaſt, the beſt, 
The quickeſt Memory to ſtand the Teſt. | 


| Four Hours each Morning at the Toilet paſs, 2 
| With Vhzte and-Red he plaiſters o'er his Face, « 


The Man is candid, no Diſſembler he, 81 


For he proteſts againſt Hypocriſy. 2 
But then obſerve, nor at the Matter wink, 


Don't always think whatev'r they ſay. By Note 
A Bird may ſing; a Parrot ſpeaks by Rote. 


| | Your Fav'rite too is ſaid to be devout, 
; This way, Melinda, be with Eaſe made out; 
He always is at Church when you are there, 


When you, the Goddeſs he adores, appear. 
8 His Picture thus in Miniature you ſee, 

| > Prawn from the Life, as like as like can be; 
at *Fis an Original, but void of Art, 


And tho' a fiaer Figure in your Heart 
| Than in theſe Colours, he, perhaps, may make, 
PD Tet have I drawn him purely for your ſake. 

0 ö 


4 * 
- 


"Thoſe Men who always ſay whatev'r they think, 


* 
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But then remember, for you Toon will fin l. 
ij Love is a flatt'ring Painter to the Mind, 
= And to be bigotted to what he draws, 
Makes you paſs o'er innumerable Flaws. 
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Ie ContenteD Cucxorp; or 4 
* pleaſant Adventure between a Stock- 
jobber's Wife aud a ſtrong-back'd 
Se Dd brane BG 


1 HA T there is a general Complaint.of 
the Decay of Trade, or at leaſt of a Stag- 
nation of it, which is much to the ſame Pur- 
Pole, is what moſt Men hear, but many more 
feel daily: Nor can we reatonably expect to 
ſee it otherwiſe, till an effectual Stop be put to 
the pernicious Practice of Stock- Fobbing, in all 
its Branches. However, I may venture-to af- 
firm, that there is one Trade, which is called 
Basket-making, that is nouriſhed, ſupported, and 
flouriſhes by the Afliftance - of<this Evil Root x 
And if all Stock-Fobbers and their Lupès were 
ſerved in the like Manner as the Cornuted Citizen, 
who is hereafter mentioned under. a horrowed 
Name, I am apt to think it would contribute 
much to the Demolition of this Hyde. 
Mr. Scrape· all, one of the moſt noted Fobbers in 
Exchange- Alley, happened to be ſeized the other 
Day with a ſudden Pain in his Forebead, and at 
his Heart. at the fame time; inſomuch that he 
could not find any Relief, and therefore went 
home, He was ſurprized to find his Door open, 
--caftoned by the omiſſion of his Servant, 'whony 
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676) 
the Miſtreſshad ſent on a ſlaveleſs Errand, and 
going up Stairs undiſcovered, had no ſooner en- 
tered his Wife's Bed-chamber, than he perceived 
her Gallant and ſhe' making the Beaſt: with two 


| Backs. Heyday! ſays he, here is fine Work 


truly: I have plodded, and heaped up Riches, 


but cannot tell who ſhall gather them, The 


Wife, diſengaging herſelf from her Lover, con- 
fronted him with all the Affurance imaginable : 
Look you, Mr. Scrape-all, ſays ſhe, if you ſpend 
Jour time in Fobbing for other People abroad, 
think you have no reaſon to complain if I pro- 
vide one, who is ſo kind to do that Fob at home 
which ought to be done by Ion. In ſhort, Sir, 
ou may expoſe me and yourſelf if you pleaſe; 
t for my part, I value it not; I have Three 


hundred a Year for Pia-Money, which you can- 


not take from me, and my Tbirdi are ſecured to 9 
me by the Law. Put therefore your Horus in 


: Jo Pocket, following the Example of many 


undred of your Fellow-Citizens. The con- 


tented Cuckold acquieſced, and obeyed his Wife's 


Commands; but turning ta her Lover, ſaid, 
Pray, Sir, who are you? Iam, replied the Strong: 
back Iriſhman, a Half-pay Officer, who endea- 
vour as much as in me lies, to relieve the Neceſ- 
fity of my Neighbours; which you muſt needs 
own is an Act of Charity. A Pox on your Cha- 
*#ty, and your Neighbours Neceſities, ſays the ME 


Stocl- Fobber; and thereupon” he returned to 


Exchange-Alley, having firſt taken a Glaſs of 


_ generous Wine to chear his Heart. leaving his 


.rooked Rib and her Herculean Hibernian, to 
finiſh the Work which he had put a ſtop tv, 
by his unſeaſonable breaking in upon their Mi- 


5 rte, of Heuſare. 
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Loet me 
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The Art of 8 ; in un Epi ite 
from Captain Stitch, a Taylor, to 


Nanny Pyevcruſt, a Paſtry-cook. 
AY 1 from Cabbage be debarr'd, | 
And fare, like any Scotchman, hard 5 
rom Cucumbers and Onions driven, 
Or ſome poor naſty Hovel live in; 


Be ſhunn'd, deſpis'd, like Yeoman Chartres, 


Or hang d in my own Wool len Garters : 


SIf any Laſs cer pleas'd my Faucy 
As does my dear, my charming Nancy; 


Grant me à ThimbleFull of Love, 
And my moſt humble Suit approve. - 


Be not hard-hearted like a Turk, 

But friſß chearfully the Work. . 

for Meaſar me to you, 
And Mea 270 ure will for Meaſure ſhew you, 
Sbreds of Affection you Adden 
And a poor Remnant gives you Pain ; 
Pi ft you then if you are kind, 
You ſhall have All to pleaſe your Mind. 


My Faith I pix upon your Sleeve, 

And bo 81 Fa, ſo I 5 
e headlong ſent to Hell, 

Or in Oblivion ever dwell; _ 
Be ever wretched and forlorn 
Be made the Jen the publick Stotn 3% 
Of Fools, Informers, thread bare Bullies, 
And kicked by Bailiff, Pimps and Funn 
May theſe, 1 ſay, and many worſe 
(But Heaven has ſure no en Cu — 
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LE. 
My Portion be, if I deny 
Whate'er you ask, or make Reply. 
The Breeches you ſhall freely wear, N 
Do what you will, rip, rant and tear, 

Take All that's in em as your due; 
You ſhall be Cap and Button too. 


fl 


Stick in my Skirts, if I deceive you, 
And if I offer once to leave you, 
May I be Baſfed as you liſt. 
My Tard be broke, my Guts made Twift, 

Then Canvaſs ver each fine-drawy Line, 5 
And favourably make me thine. 5 


TIMor EN STITCH. 
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The AnswER. 
STITCH, 


1 Received this Day your Letter, 
Which I have read for want of better; 

Open before me now it lies, 

And comes in time to ſerve for Pzes, 

I fifted carefully each Line, * 

And at laſt bolted your Deſign; | 

Tou promiſe fair, but let me tell y. 

Fair Promiſes won't fill the Belly: 

Pye-Cruſt and they (as it is ſpoken) 

Are made on purpoſe to he broken. 

Tho much Affection you profeſs, 

I'm not puff d up with your Addreſs; 

I veigbed youy ve, and find it Light, 

The Ballancy/turns unto the Right, 


" 


W | (19) 
a I hate Husband (as they ſay) | +, 

Who will be monlded every way: _ | ö 

A Houſe, that's ruPd by Joxgue and Udder, 1 

Is like a Ship without a Rudder. '4 
Think me not Crafty if I give | 


To your Requeſt the Negative, 
and tell you plainly you will find "ol 
No Crumbs of Comfort for your Mine. 1551 
Your Bandy Legs and Sandy Lock 1 
Shall ne'er make me your Drudging Box; n 4 
Nor ſhall you ſo ſucceſsful prove | 4 
To have the Parings of my Love. | 


But now to mix ſome ſweet with ſour, 
Suppoſe you had me in your Power; 
Suppoſe I ſhould permit you, Sloven, 
To bake one Evening in my Oven; 

Such is your Ignorance, I trow, 


_ Your Cale would after all be Dongb. = 

x | NAN x Px Cxrsr - 1 : 
An Epiſtle from a Procurer to a 1 
Courteſan in New Bond-ftreet.. 
Dear Lars, | 
Have drank. your Health, ſince Dinner, in N 

no leſs than twelve Bumpers ſucceſſively; 1 
from hence you may eafily.conelude, that if the 
Baſis of the World was in as tottering a Condi- | 
tion as the Pedeftals of your Friend we ſhould 1 
. 1 
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Le ſeparated from the glorious Juice of the Grape, 
and from thy more glorious Perſon. I am nuw 
in Company with Sir Richard and his Brother; 
J cannot think that Nature had a hand in the 
Formation of the one, who is the Child of For- 
tun, but the other, who is juſtly called the 
Witty, vila Extravagant, has the Air and Mein 
of a Gentleman, and wants only an Eſtate to 
wake him the compleateſt Gentleman in the 
Kingdom. He would trifle away a few Hours 
with you, but cannot come up to your Price: 
Prithee grant him the Favony for Charity ſake, 
which, *t1s ſaid, covers a Multitude of Faults, 
As for the Knight, he ſwears he will enjoy you 
at any rate, and is fo much inflamed at the 
thoughts of the Mole on the right Thigh, that 
he has ſent his gilt Chariot to bring you hither: 
Grant, Jeuns, that it does not prove a fiery 
Tryal. If you have not redeemed from Bondage 
your Gold Watch, that with the Bath Metal Caſe 
may paſs well enough; and the Briſtol Stone 
Necklace may ſerve for the Brilliants which are 
in Captivity with the Devil's Agent in Drury- 
lane, I have contracted with the Knight, that 
dull-headed Lump of Mortality, for twenty 
Guineas; remember I am to have Brokerage, and 
come. with all Expedition to Oo 


Tour Friend, 
Pall- Mall, | bed | 
Tw-ſdoy Evening, TiMoTaY SMUGLES. 


(( 
A Letter from an Iriſh Captain to a 
Lady of great Fortune. 
Man, 3 1 
Send this Letter by a Trumpet. I require on 
1 to ſurrender within three Hors upon honours 
able Terms. You may remember I beat up your 
Head © uarters laſt Summer. You then fled to 
your vid; © of Defence. I purſued and envi-- 
roned you. My deſign of a Siege is turned into 
a Blockade, But, if you are obſtinate, may 4 - 
die the Death of a Dog, if I do not make wy: © 
regular Approaches in the Spring, and carry all 
before me with Fire and Sword. Conſult your 
own Safety, and accept my Propoſals. If you 
comply not with the Conditions now offered, ex- 
pect no Mercy from | 830 


| Capt. SIMPLETON Turzz: 
P.. I have a Spy in your Cabinet; . 


Thoughts and Actions are not concealed from 


1 6 2 3 3 — 
2 


De ANSs WER. 

SIR, | FE 

BY your Name I ſhonld take you to be 
Frenchman, your Method in writing woulh. 

make me believe you to be a Mongrel Grecian, 

of the Laconic Breed, did not your Aſſurance 

convince me that you are that very numerical, 

; 166%» 
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6222) 
dentical, two-leg d Iriſ Animal, who haunts me 
as an Exil Genius does à guilty Conſcience. 
Truly, Captain, I always had a Suſpicion of 
your being a Simpleton, which I find to be well 
grounded, having a confirmation of it under 
your own Hand. As for your Blockade, I am apt 
to think it is a ſlip of the Pen, and that you 
would have wrote Blockbead : Do you imagine 
me to be one of that Claſs? ſo fooliſh as to ſub- 
mit before the Trerches are opened? If you. are 
not better acquainted with the Art of War than 
with the Art of Love, your Reputation, if you 
have any, will quickly be loft: Who, in the 
Name of Mars; ever heard that a Siege was com- 
mitted to the Care and Conduct of a Captain? 
You ought to have told me, what Corps you 
belong to, whether the Trained Bands, or the 
Modern Incendiaries; the latter is the "moſt 

obable. Now e if this be the Caſe, what would 

ecome of you, if I ſhould cauſe you to be 
apprehended ? For you ſay, you will carry all 
hefore you with Fire and Sword except I comply, 
otherwiſe I muſt expe& no Mercy. Now you 
ſhall ſee that Innuendo's are of excellent uſe ; 
for if [do not comply, that is, if I do not put 
my Fortune, which is Thirty thouſand Pounds, 
into your Hands, within three Days, (the very 
Cant of the faſhionable Letters) the Conſequence 
will be Fire and Sword without Mercy. Is there 
a Jury in England, who would not find you 

uilty by the Strength and Force of ſuch Rea- 
5 0 ? And then, what a lamentable Spectacle 
ſhould we behold, when Captain Simpleton Tupee 
dances a 1155 at Tybuern, With the Tune of a 
Palm in his Ears, If you have therefore any 
value for your Neck, forbear your Imperti- 
nence for the future, far J contemn you and 
Jour Spies. „5 1 4s. 2p 
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The Poet's Wiſh; or a Satyrical Poem 
on Lawyers. From Cowley. 


WW Etminſter-Hall aFriend and I agreed wp 0 


To meet in; he (ſome Buſineſs t was did breed 2 


His Abſence) came not there; I up did go 
To the next Court, for tho? I could not know 
Much what they meant, yet I might ſee and hear 
(As moſt Spectators do at Theatre) _ 
Things very ſtrange z Fortune did ſeem to grace 
My coming there, and helpt me to a Place. 
But being newly ſettled at the Sport. 
A Semi-gentleman of th' Inns of Court, 1 
In a Satin Suit, redeem'd but yeſterday; 
One who is raviſh'd with a Cock-pit Play, 
Who prays God to deliver him from no Evil 
Beſides a Taylor's Bill, and fears no Devil 
Beſides a Ser jeant, thruſt me from my Seat; 
At which I'gan to quarre], *till a neat 7 
Man in a Ruit (whom therefore I did take | 
For Barreſter) open'd his Mouth and ſpake, 
Boy, get you gone, this is no School; oh no, 

For if 1t were, all you Gown men would go 
Up for falſe Latin. They grew ſtrait to be 
Incens'd; I fear'd they would have brought on me 
An Action of Treſpaſs, till th* young Man 
Aforeſaid, in the Satin Sait, began 
To ſtrike me: Doubtleſs there had been a Fray, 
Had not I providently skip'd away 
Without replying ; for to ſeold is ill, 
Where every Tongue's the Clapper of a Mill, 
And can out-ſound Homer's Gradivns ; ſo 
Away got I; but &er J far did go, 
t Aung (the Darts of wounding Poetry) 

Heſe two or three ſharp Curſes back : May he 


Be 
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vi 
He 


_ | 18 Be 4 Father in his Study took 


At Hale / pear's Plays, inſtead of my Lord Cole. 
May he, tho all his Writings grow as ſoon 
As Fleckno's out of Eſtimation, 
Get him a Poet's Name, and ſo ne'er come 
Into a 3 or dead Judge's room. 
May he become ſome poor 1 Frey, - 
Who keeps Men in that Conſcience in 5 
As he his Client doth, till his Health be 
As far fetcht as a'Greek Noun's Pedigree. 
Nay, for all that, may the Diſeaſe be gone 
Never but in the long Vacation. 
May Neighbours chuſe all Quarrels to decide; 
But if for Law any to London ride, 
Of all thoſe Clients may not one be his, 
_ Unleſs he come in Forma Pauperis, 


Grant this, ye Gods that favour Poetry, 
That all theſe never- ceaſing Tongues may be 
Brought into Reformation, and not dare 
Jo quarrel with a thread-bare Black; but ſpare 
Them who bear Scholars Names, leſt Gans onetake 
' Spleen, and another Ignoramus make. 
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MEMOIRS 


OF. 1 1-E 


LIFE and AMOURS 


Of the Celebrated 


)JLDEHIELD. 


ANN 


Mrs. 


LIFE aud CHARACTER 
Of that celebrated AcTaESs 


Mrs. ANN OLDF T ELD. 


IHE Lives of celebrated Comedians 
have always been received as an agrea- 
| ble Amuſement by the Publick ; where- 
fore *tis to be hoped, that the following Account 
of an inimitable Actreſs, who has a long Series 
of Time maintain'd an inconteſtable Superiority 
over all her Co-temporaries, and been the univer- 
ſal Delight of the Bean Monde, will meet with as 
favourable Quarter from the Town, as either the 
facetious Mr. Spill's, or honeſt Penkethman's, of 
merry Memory. 

He Talents for f 9-55 Comedy were, I be- 
lieve, never ſurpaſſed, if equalled by any one; 
and whoevet has ſeen her act Andromache in the 
" Difireſs#d Mother, muſt allow ſhe was an excel- 
lent Tragedian. + bed * | 


HER Perſon was infinitely graceful, her Na- 


ture majeſtick, her Behaviour ſo inchanting, and 
hey Converſation ſo agreable, that, during her 
whole Life, ſhe was in the higheſt Eſteem with 
Ee D 2 Perſons 
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Perſons of the greateſt Wit and Quality in the 
Kingdom. 133331 
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Ix her private Capacity ſhe was a Woman of 
uncommon Generoſity and good Nature; fo that 
The never ſent away diflatisfy'd any unfortunate 
Perſon who ever applied to her for any Favour, 
eſpecially if they were endowed with a liberal E- 


ducation. 
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Bor es in the writing her Life, we mult be- 

gin before her Appearance upon the Stage, we 
mall endeavour to give the World the moſt au- 
thentick. Memoirs, that could potlibly be pro- 
cured, of the molt material Occurrences thatever 
happen'd to her from her Infancy. 


As varibus have been the Scenes thro? which 
Me paſicd, before ſhe acquired that ' eſtabliſhed 
Character to which ſhe at laſt arriv'd, we flatter 
ourſelves the Reader will find it an acceptable 
Entertainment; the more, inaſmuch as we ſhall 
adhere ſtrictly to Matters of Fact, and not inter- 
ſperſe this Work with a heap of fictitious Forge- 
ries and Inconſiſtencies; as is too often done in 
Productions of this Nature. 


Wr ſhall therefore ſpare neither Coft nor 
Pains to render our Memoirs compleat; and hope 
accordingly they will meet with better Encou- 
ragement than , thoſe. {purious Accounts, which 
never fail being trump'd up on the like Occaſi- 

ons, and are ſure to accompany the Deaths of any 
eminent Perſons. | 
| WrEREFORE,. as. we don't ſuppoſe Mrs. Old- 
- feld's Memory will meet with any better Quarter 
from theſe Gentry than others who de gage 
7 i & 41] | J tore 
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before her, we will endeavour to reſcue her from 
their Clutches, and put her into ſuch a Drels, as 
may fit her once more to appear in, and be the 
Delight of, the beſt Company. Not that we 
ſhall pretend to ſet her off to ſo much Advantage 
as ſhe appear'd when ſnhe charm'd the Eyes and 
Ears of all Beholders; that is a Task to which we 
confeſs. purſelves not equal: However; we. will 
take care to, ſti her of as few. of her native 
Beauties asg pott ad tho the Picture does 
not come up to the Original, we will at leaſt not 
fail to make it a tolerable Copy. | 


TJusT, as I propheſied, I have now ſeen an Ad- 
vertiſement, deſiting Hints to be/ ſent to Hurt's 
Coffee - houſe in the Strand, to one Milliam Egen 
ton, Who nodoubt will pack together a groſs Col. | 
lection of Abſurdities, and palm them upon the 
Town for Hints ſent by Perſons ofi Credit ang 
Reputation. This ſame William Egerton being 
only a fictitious Name, to cover 4 * wretched 
blind Author, who is afraid to ſet his real one, 
for fear his Character ſhould damn his Perform- 
een | any at <5 4, 1 4 5 


100 7 ; 4 $# 5} Sy. 2 A 


To ſhew. Lam not miſtaken in what, the Town 
is to expect from Mr. Egerton, and to give a Spe- 
cimen of his Performance, even in his Advert iſe- 
ment, he has not been able ſo much as to ſpell 
her Name right; or had Credit enough with any 
one to {et him right in ſo trivial a Circumſtance, 
for nothing is more certain, than that ſhe always 
wrote it Ann without an E, whereof he might 
have informed himſelf had he had but Lgtexeſt 
enough to procure the Sight of any | 
Receipt under her Hand 
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Te begin then: Her Grandfather, who was 
born of honeſt and reputable Parents, was put 
aut Apprentice to a Virtmer;' and in that Station 
Always behaved hunſe}f in ſuch a manner, as 
ain-d both the Approbatibn and Gondewill: of 
Ris Maſter, and was very obliging to all his Cuſ 
tomers. He had not been long gut of his Fime, 
before he ſet up for himfelf e the George 
Tavern, now an Alehsüfe h the Cocor 
Tree Pall a — was 10 
engaging, and his Uſage ſo goed, that He quickl 
W N of the beſt ns. — 1 
3 was not long before (to ule à common 
rpreſſion) he got the Forehorſe by the Head, 
and throve amain. Accordingly he not only 
bought the Houſe wherein he lived, but two more 
adjoining to it, and entirely rebuilt” them from 
7 ß r 


4 
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As he lived long enough afterwards to gain a 
very handfome Fortune, beſides this Eſtate, b 
his Buſineſs, and had but two Sons living, think- 
ing the eldeſt would be otherwiſe well enough 
1 for, he at his Deceaſe left theſe three 
Houſes, worth then between ſixty and ſeventy 
Pounds per Aunum, to his youngeſt Son, who 
was the Father of our celebrated Mrs. Am: 
el . 
- Tnr's Gentleman being, as may be imagined, 
of not altogether ſo parſimonious and lucrative a 
"Temper as his deceas'd Father, did not enjoy this 
Eſtate long, before he firſt birt gael: nf: after 
fold it outright to his elder Brother. Acccording- 
ly it is now in the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid elder 
Brother's Son, Mr. George Oldfield, a Hoſier, in 
St. Fames's-/treet, near St. Fames's Gate, gh” is 
r 


e 
firſt Couſin to the deceas'd Mrs. Ann Oldfield. 
After the Sale af this Eſtate, her Father being 
willing, as *tis ſuppoſed, to put himſelf in ſome 


Way of Living with the Money, bought, to- 


wards the latter End of the late King -Fames's 
Reign, into the Horſe Guards, and continued in 
that Poſt till his Death, which happen'd not 
many Years after. 5 | 


Ares his deceaſe, his Family (conſiſting 


# of a Widow and one young Daughter, the He- 


roine of our Story) not being left in a very flou- 


- © ri{hing Condition, his elder Brother, abovemen- 


tioued, took Compaiion on the Girl, and re- 
ſolved to give her ſome Education. To this pur- 
poſe he put her to School, where ſhe ſoon took 
om Learning with admirable Proficiency, and 
muſt, in time, have made great Progreſs in all 
the Accompliſhments ſuitable to her Sex: But 
ſhe had not been long there, before ſhe diſco- 
vered ſuch an invincible Inclination to become 
an A&reſs upon the Stage, that no Perſuaſions, 
Admonitions, or even Threatnings of her Mo- 
ther and Friends (who were all to the laſt Degree 
averſe to her engaging in ſuch a Profeſſion) cou'd 
deter her from it, ; 


Hrn Uncle, in order to keep her from going 
Abroad, after the had got a little Learning, made 
her his Bar-Keeper, in which Place ſhe continued 
not long before ſhe enamourd the Heart of a 
Gentleman who frequented the Houſe ; and ſoon 


after ſhe left her Uncle, and went and lived with 


the ſaid Gentleman. But at preſent we ſhall leave 


her a little in this Diſpsſition, and ſay ſomething 
A her Majher, 7 


Tuars 


Tuts Gentlewoman being left almoſt” deſti- 
_ tute by her Husband, did for ſome Years after 
his Death follow the Buſineſsof a Mantua-Maker, 
to ſupport herſelf, (her Daughter being provided 
for, as was before obſerved) and upon her Daugh- 
ter's admittance into the Playhouſe ſhe was re- 
commended to be a Maker of Habits for the 
Actreſſes. In this Station her Mother continued 
ſome Years, till her Daughter's Fortune and 
Salary being increaſed conſiderably, ſhe: thought 
proper to take her from that State and Depen- 
dance, and allowed her a competent Mainte- 
nance out of her own Income, *till the Day of 
her Death. e 4 95 


Dro this Allowance. the old Gentlewoman, 
quitting the ſaid Employment of making Play- 
Houſe Habits, has lived ever ſince very private, 
and now dwells with her Siſter in Cambridge-/treet, 
near Broad-ſtreet, Golden Square; and we are un- 
doubtedly informed, that her Daughter, of whom 

we are now treating, has, by her laſt Will and 

Teſtament, conſiderably augmented her Allow- ' 

-ance, and ſettled it upon her as an Annuity du- 
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'S s © - 1 


LL 


ring her Life. 


Io return now to the deceas'd Mrs! Oldfield - 
Her firſt Appearance upon the Stage was in the 
Year 1697, at the Theatre Royal in Druzy-Lane, 
then under the Direction of Mr. Rich, Father to 
the preſent Proprietor: of Lincoluis. Inn-Fields 
Playhouſe. The firſt Character ſhe ever appear'd 
in upon the Stage was that of — in the 
Maiden Queen, which ſhe perform'd at Druzy-Lane 
Theatre for the Benefit of Mrs, Kent. 
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„Hopes of being Mrs. Old feld, 
light of the Age wherein ſhe 'liv'd, and all 


( 33). 


gur was firſt introduced into the Com 


pany of 


Mr. Rich by Sir Fobn Vanbrugh, who being 
charm'd with her Voice and graceful Delivery, 


immediately took a Fancy to her, and received 


. 
% 7 
* 
# wi. 
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her into the Company acting under his Patent, 


where copying after thoſe inimitable A&reſſes 


Mrs. Barry and Mrs. Bracegirdle, ſhe ſbon im- 


proved ſo much beyond his Expectation, that he 


was quickly ſenſible he ſhould not be deceiv'd in 


his Judgment, or have any Reaſon to repent his 
having brought her upon the Stage . In ſhort, to 


Jay all in a few Words, ſhe ſoon gave promiſing 
that 1s, the De- 


that can be ſumm'd up in aiWoman of her 
Profeſſion, PE = | 
Nor many Vears after her being received into 
this Theatre, a great Difference happen'd be- 


tween Mr. Rich and one Mr. Svinvy. In ſhort, 


the Miſunderſtanding came to fuch a Height, 
that all Endeavours to reconctle them prove 


fruitleſs, and one of them was obliged of Neceſ- 


ſity to quit the Field. _ being at this 
aſs, it fell to the Lot of Mr. Swinxy to remove 
is Habitation, and great Endeavours, as may 


de well imagined, were uſed on both 8 des to 


gain over the belt of the Players to their In- 


tereſt, 


Auokosr theſe the deceas d Mrs. Otafeld, 


who began already to be very famous, did not 


fail of being ſtrenuouſſy coutted by both Par- 
ties; but, however, notwithſtanding what Ar- 


n riſpman; and 


guments Mr. Rich could uſe, Mr. Swiiny's hap- 1 
penꝭd to be at that time moſt n and no 
Wonder, for he was a the Gentle- 


men of that Country are. generally reputed to 
be Maſters of very perſuaſive eng, to 
gain the Fair Ones over to their Party; © 


x; 


ner long ai, as Mes, Olpls duly . 
of et on 


roved in her Profeilion, a Diſpute was 


oot (whether firſt ſtarted between themſelves 


or by the Town, I will not pretend to deter- 


mine) whether ſhe or Mrs. Bracegirdle, who wes 
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then the moſt celebrated Agreſs at that Time, 


could beſt perform a Pert in Comedy. YG is 
_ conſiderable, that 'twas agreed to make the 


Conteſt, however it firſt began, grew at 


Town the Judges: Accordingly, The Amorons 
Wide , or, The Wantan Wife, was pitch'd upon 


as the Play, and to determine this important 


Point, iwas order'd that it ſhould be acted two 
Nights ſucceſhvely, and that Mrs. Bracegirdle, 
as being the Senior, ſhould have the Preference 


of the firſt Night, and play the Wanton 4 


which fame ſhould the next Night be perf 


* 
- 
Ll 


by Mrs, Oldfeld : Never did that not as yet 


fargotten Conteſt between the Signora's Curzons 
ar em, keep the Beau Monde more in anti- 
ous Suſpenſe, or occaſion more Effufion among © 
the Toupees; and fluttering of Faxs among the 


Ladies, than this Emalation of our Heroines did 
in the Beaux and Belles of thofe Times. 


Tur long expected Night being come, the 


enior Championeſs appear'd, attended with ſuch 
Croud of Beaux as might be expected from a 


ong unrivalled Superiority, and performed her 
Hart, as uſual, to ſuch Admiration, as inſpired - 
a Confidence into all her Friends, and made Mis. 
Ola pelds Well-withers dread the Iſſue would not 


| be In her. favour, However, the next Night, 
when our Heroine graced the Siege, 8 te 
| . #3 . 4 e 
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fpoke but ten Lines, ſuch was the 1 
and beauty of her Perſon, ſo inchanting the 
13 of her Voice and juſtneſs of her De li- 
and ſo inimitable her Action, that ſhe 
— the whole Audience to that Deg fee, they 
almoſt forgot they had ever ſeen Mrs. Bracegirdls, 
and aaiverſally adju 1550 her the Preheminence; 
which very witch diſguſted. her celebrated An. 
tagon iſt; 8 Mrs. Ol Benefit being al- 
lowed by Mr. Swinny to be in the Seaſon before 
Mrs. Bracegirdle's, added ſo much to the Affront, 
that ſhe quitted the Stages immediately, Ever 
fince that time Mrs. Oldfeld has maintained an 
undiſputed Soverei Thea ow all her Co-tempo- 
Ran on every heatre wh re-ever the per- 
orm | 


Aso 25 Yeats 280 Mr. Rich e vn 
Mrs. Olifeld to leave the Hay- Market, and come 
to the Theatre in Drury-La# again, herein he 
then was concern'd; accordingly the did ſo; and 
whoever happened to de Managers or Proprietors 
f that Hou after Mr. Rich, ſhe could not be 
ſuaded to quit it, but continued conſtant to 
to her laſt. Here it was the ſhone in full 
Glory, and 5 like the Sun in its Meridian 
Altitude, and dazzled the Eyes as well as charm'd 
the Hearts of all Beholders, What Anchoret 
that has ever ſeen her act Letitia in the Qld 
Batthelour, but cou'd heartily have wiſhed hin- 
felf in Belmour's Place to have been the happy 
Man! Who that has ſeen her Conſfantia in the 
' Chances, but has envy'd Don John, and would; 
ike him, haye fought an Army to have ſecure 
hve to-Hirhſelt ! Who that has ſeen her Angelica 
in Love for Love, but would, like Valentine, have 
made away wich all to have obtained het! Ot 
whe that has ſeen * Bynte in the r 
vok 
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vob d Fife, but would have given a Province to 
bave been the Worthy to enjoy her ! In ſhort, let 
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her have been either the Lady Lurewell in the 
Conflant Couple, or Mrs. Sullen in the Stratagem, 
and any Man of -Fleſh and Blood would have ſa» 
crificed a King's Ranſom to change Places with 


either the Beau or the Footman ,, ſo irreſiftable 
was ſhe in every Character that ſhe perſo- 


nated. 


Bor perhaps ſbme Cynick will pretend to ſay, 
that theſe were only trivial ludicrous Characters, 
ard that ſhe was not equal to any thing Serious 
or Sublime; if ſuch a Perſon has ever ſeen her 
act Anadromache or Fane Shore, he would hardly 
erer be to be forgiven; but if he has once be- 
held her in the 1nimitable Perſon of Caliſta, in 
Mr. Rowe's Fair Penitent, and could remain un- 
moved, I believe all Mankind will own that he 
will not be ſo much intitled to Sublimity as a 
Brute, nor much more than a Stone. Never a- 
gain will the raviſh'd Town be charm'd with 
uch a Caliſta, nor ever had a Lothario ſuch an 
Excuſe for tia ſgreſſing: In fine, whilſt Dru 
Lane Theatre laſts, never will that Character 
ſo exquilitely performed, as it was by the 
never to be forgotten, and too much lamented 
Mrs, Old feld. 5 


Some. Years after her appearance on this 
which will ab 
ways be mentioned to Mrs, Oldfeld's Honour, 
as it is the moſt diſtinguiſhing Proof both of 
her Charms, Merit and Integrity that ever could 

de given to a Perſon in her Station, *Twas this: 
Mr. Mamwaring, a Gentleman of one of the 
beſt. Families in Great Britain, as well as a 


Man of the moſt exquiſite and reſined Toke, 
| | an 
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. 
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ä 
and moſt unqueſtioned Judgment; in a Word, 
one whoſe 8 was courted by the greateſt 


Quality of both Sexes, and whoſe Works will 
be the Standard of good Writing as long as Wit, 
Humour and Elegance bear any Value-in our 
Iſland: This Gentleman, I ſay, being firſt infi- 
- nitely charm'd with Mrs. Oldfield's Performances 
on the Stage, and finding afterwards, when occa- 
Tonaly in her Company, that her Converſation 
was the moſt agrecable that could be imagin'd, 
and that ſhe had Turns of Wit, and a natural 
uſtneſs of Thought ſuperior to her Sex, ſelected 
er from all the Fair Part of the Creation that 
graces our Iſle (and in that I believe I may ſay 
two thirds of the Univerſe) to be his Boſom 
Companion, and ſhare his Joys and Cares; in 
ſhort, to be the Partner of his fofter Hours, 
when diſengaged from buſy Coxcombs, and 
— 2g to both the Great, the Vulgar, and the 


Now I would fain ask any ſnarling 8 
or grave Idiot, what greater Compliment coul 
be paid to the moſt exalted of her beauteous 
Sex, than for a Man of unequalled Wit and 
Judgment, who might have choſen from almoſt 
all the Daughters of our Mother Eve which 
adorn this lle, to a the Preference to Mrs. 
Oldfeld ? Never, I fear again, will any one in 
her Station be able to give the ſame Proof of 
their Charms and Merit. Now for her Honour 
and Integrity, wherein ſhe will be found to vye 
if not excel the moſt indulgent Mother, and the 
ſevereſt Prude, with all but thoſe whoſe narrow 
Souls, moving always in the ſame Sphere,will not 
ive Grains of Allowance tothoſe whoſe excentric 
enius move above their Orb, that is to ſay, to 
thoſe whoſe petty Failings have W 
8 lencies 


as (33) 

Jencies to all ſuch Cavillers: The ſame Gentle- 
man, upon a mature Judgment form'd from his 
Raving been a Witneſs bf her Behaviour for fe- 
veral Years, being fnatched. away in the Prime 
ef his Age, (to the great Repret of all who had 
the Happinels to.know him) and leaving behind 
him one Son, the only Fruits of their mutual 
Affection, and Heir to all his Father's Qualities, 
thought he cou'd not intruſt him, nor à hand- 
ſome Fortune, to the Care of a more prudent 
Woman, or a fonder Mother. 5 | 


. 
d. 


_ AcconDINGLY at his deceaſe he made her 
whole and fole Executrix to his Will; nd left 
his Eſtate, amounting to between Six and ſeven 
hundred Pounds per Anzum, in Truſt with her, 
for the Uſe of his Son, till he ſhould arrive to 
the Years of Twenty-one, and the Intereft in 
mean time to herfelf, allowing him a handfome 
Maintenance and Education. And pray, how 
has ſhe diſcharged this Truſt > Why, after giving 
him an Education ſuperior to moſt of our mo- 
dern Quality, ſhe has bought him an honourable 
Commiſſion in the Guards; and at her 'deceaſe» 
as a Teftimony of her motherly Affection, be» 
queathed him the Intereſt of Five. thouland 
Pounds during his Life, to revert at his Death 
to his younger Brother, Bluſn ye rigid vir» 
tuous Women! Bluſh all ye ſanctifyd Prudes ! 
who being left Guardians to your Children 
marry ſecond - Husbands, and thoughtlels of 
your firſt Brood, ſuffer your Spouſes; for the 
fake of a Bedfellow, to waſte your Childrens 
Patrimony, and bring them to the Pariſh, 
But I have not as yet done with her Character 
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StveraLl Years after this Gentleman De- 
ceaſe, Mrs. Oldfield, whoſe Company grew daily 
more agreable, and in whoſe Beauty Time had 
not made any Alteration but what was for the 
better, had again the good Fortune to captivate a 
General Officer in the Army, nearly ally d to one 
of the moſt illuſtrious Families in Europe, and 
univerſally allowed to be a Perſon of as great 
Arima as any of his Rank. By this 
Gentleman has Mrs. Old feld left one Son, a fine 
Youth-of about nine Years of Age, and of un- 
common Qualifications, the mutual Hope and. 
Darling of his fond and indulgent Parents; and 
to ſhew he was no leſs a Sharer in her maternal 
Affect ions, nor leſs eminently her Care than his 
Brother before-mentioned, ſhe has not 6nly left 


him the Reverſion of the Five Thouſand Pounds 


after his ſaid Brother's Deceaſe, but ſhe has made 
him Heir to her fine Houſe in Groſvenor-ftreet, 
which coſt her about fix Years ago two thouſand 
two hundred Pounds, together with all the rich 
and valuable Furniture belonging thereto, and. 
her Jewels, worth in all about eleven thouſand 
Pounds; and all the Remainder of her real and 
perſonal Eſtate whatſoever, after her Debts, Le- 
gacies, and Funeral Charges are defrayed; and 


SS to ſecure this firm to him, ſhe has left his Father 


Joint-Executor of her Will, with three more Gen- 
tlemen of Probity and Honour; leaving to each 

of them but twenty Pounds a-piece for theit 
Trouble, if they will pleaſe to accept the ſame: 


Ax» now let any one tell me by what more 


amiable Qualities could the moſt exalted Cha». 


rater have diſtinguiſhed herſelf, than by the 
*areſt Integrity aud Honour, and the moſt ſin- 
re and inviolable Friendſhip where ſhe * 
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feſs'd it, and the moſt tender and uncommon 
Affection and Regard to the Welfare f her 


Tux is one material Circumſtance comes 
now afreſh into my Memory, which I ſhall re- 
late without the leaſt Partiality, notwithſtand- 

ing it was a very ungenerous Action done by the 
deceas d Mrs. Oldfield, but, for ought I know, it 
might have been the only one ſhe was ever guil- 
ty of. The Reaſon of my inſerting it, is becauſe I 
would adhere ſtrictly to my Title Page; and 
beſides, it is always neceſſary when any one un- 
dertakes to relate the Series of a Perſon's Lite, 
that they ſhould expoſe the bad Circumſtances 
with the good ones, that the Readers may be 
Judges of their Tranſactions. | 


OxEe Mr. F---, who had a very conſiderable 

Place in his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, being enamour'd 
with Mrs. Oldfield, (who at the ſame time had a 
Wife and Children) he informed her of his Paſ- 
ſion, which ſhe acquieſced to gratify. Upon 
this Account the Gentleman left his Family, 
and took entirely to Mrs. Oldfield, but e're long 
ſhe left him, and went to the honourable Gentles 


man who has been before mentioned. 


Now whether or no Mrs. Oldfeld left Mr, 
F--- becauſefte would not wrong his Family, or 
elſe that ſhe had a better liking to the other 
Gentleman, 1s at preſent out of my Power to 
determine; but ſo far is certain, that ſhe 
often perſuaded him to return to his Family 


again. 
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Bo r before we entirely fake our leave of Mrs. 
Old feld, we will once more conſider her in her 5 | 


A8 


1 


proper Sphere, the Stage. Here we are credihly 
informed that a few Months after Mr. Manwari 8 
a 2 it fell to her Lot to ſpeak that cele- 
brated Epilogue to Mr. Phillip's Dztre/s'd Mother, 
Written by Euſtace Budgell, Eſq; Upon which 
Occaſion, ha ing introduced her Son by that Gen- 
tleman (who was then a Child) upon the Stage, 

ſhe ſpake theſe two Lines with inimitable Hu- 

mour, pointing to the Boy when ſhe ſaid, Sty; 


4 Fhilf 1 his Relig, made at one bold ing : 
Wh Myſelf a Princeſs, and young Sty a, ing. 


r 


51 


Tux Town was the more charm'd herewith, 
becauſe there was then ſome Similitude between 
the Circumſtances of Andromache and herſelf, 
both having loſt a Friend and Patron, and both 
| having ale their Fortune. TR 
.. AnoTxes Circumſtance likewiſe may not 
be improper to be here inſerted, viz. That his 
; lene Majeſty, upon the Death of the late Sir 
Nichard Steele, Kt. conferred. upon her the 
Patent for the Theatre Royal in PDrury-Lane, 
. which had formerly been given to that Gentle: 
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NITRHEI can we omit taking Notice, that 
never any Actreſs within. the Memory of Man, 
| (nor I believe before) met with ſuch- Encou- 
. Tagement as Mrs. Old feld; which is no ſmall 
Proof of the Excellency of her performing in 
every Character; ſince from about One hundred 
and fifty Pounds per Annum, which was the 

+ moſt of her Allowance upon hsr firſt coming to 
— :* F Thy 
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Drnry-Laxe Theatre, it was ſeveral times aug- 


„„ 


mented to that Degree, that ſome Years before 


her Death it amounted to about five hundred 
Pounds per Annum, a Price never before given to 
any one. Nay, what was more extraordinary, it 


was inſerted in her Articles that ſhe ſhould never 


be obliged to act, without ſhe pleaſed herſelf, 


after the laſt Day of April. Beſides which, on 
her own Benefit Nights, the Expences of the 


| Houſe, which to others amount to about fifty 
Pounds, were always given her. 


Het laft Benefit was on Thurſday, March 19, 


1729-30, when ſhe acted the Part of Caliſta in 
Mr. Rowe's Fair Penitent; and the Part of Lotha- | 
ria was performed by a Gentleman for his own 
Diverſion, The new Tragedy of Sophonisba was 
to have been acted for her Benefit, but was alter'd 
by Command of their Majeſties, who were pre- 


ſent, together with the Prince of Wales, and the 
reſt of the Royal Family, to ſee it ated. This 
Character ſhe perform'd as uſual, that is to ſay, 

e 


inimitably; and ſhe appear'd with ſuch a nob 

Grandeur in her Perſon, that it were to be wiſh'd 
ſome of our modern Ladies of Quality could 
learn in their turns to perſonate. Mrs. O{dfeld : 
$ infinitely did the Copy tranſcend the Origi- 
nal, and fo much more amiable did they appear 


when repreſented by Mrs. Old feld, than when at 
home with their Lords. 


Arres this ſhe continued acting till Tueſday - 


the 28th Day of April following, when ſhe * 


formed the Part of Lady Brute in Sir John Fan- 
brugh's Provoked Wife , which was acted that 
Night for the Benefit of Mr. Clarke and Miſs 


a Rafter. 


Tuis 


L. Skin, 


Nights, without Intermillion ; and that fo long, 


648 ) 


f Tars being, according to her Articles, as we 


have already obſerved, the laſt Month that he 


„ Was obliged to act for the Seaſon, ſhe never came 


to the Playhouſe afterwards, Nor indeed could 


ſhe, had ſhe been inclined to have appeared there; 
for not long after her leaving Drury-Lane, ſhe 
was fiezed with a lingring Sickneſs, which, tho 
{he had her lucid Intervals, when ſhe was much 
better in Health than at other times, never l«cþt 
her till it had carried her to her Grave. 


Dvux1nG this ber laſt Illneſs, ſhe was frequent- 


x attended by the moſt eminent Phyſicians, who 


having long in vain try'd their utmoſt Art and 
nding the Diſeaſe baffled the Force of 
their choiceſt Medicines, advis'd her, as the laſt 
Remedy, to try the Benefit of the Country Air. 
Accordingly ſhe took Lodgings. at Hampſtead, 
| Where ſhe continued ſome time; but whether that 
Air, which is very ſearching, prov'd to ſharp. 
for her Diſtemper, or whether it was grown to a 
too uncontroulable height, ſhe there felr ſuch ex- 
quiſite racking Pains, that *twas paſt the Pa- 
tience of the greateſt Stoick, or the Conſtancy 
ok the boldeſt Hero, to have born them without 
'Jcomplaining, and that loudly too, of their Suf- 
ferings: And indeed, in the Agony of her Pains, 
they did force ſuch diſmal Shrieks and Outeries . 
from her, that the Neighbourhood heginning to 
be alarm'd at the-unuſual Noiſe, *rwas thought. 
proper to remove her to her own Houle in Groſ- 
venor-ſtreet. 80 5 i 
Hex the noble Gentleman, who has been. 
long known to have had an extraordinary Va- 
lue for her, ſat up with her at firſt for ſeveral. 
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dangerous In 
fore he was at la 


Death. 
pars for it, Ike a Woman of both admirable 


Thoughts of a future State, and endeavour'd by 
that lay in her Power for a miſpent Life; and 


a Perſon who had been from her Youth immerced 


I believe, in her Condition would have done as. 


F 

till Nature being no longer able to bear the un- 

common * it had like to have brought a 
N upon himſelf, Where 

re att prevail'd upon to forbear ſuch 

a conftant Attendance, tho? he never faild viſit- 

ing her very frequently to the time of her 


"Fi NDI1NG that Death was unavoidable, ſome 
time before her Deceaſe ſhe began in earneſt to 
Senſe, and '2 good Chriſtian. For having firſt 
ſettled all her worldly Affairs, by making her 
Will, the dedicated the reſt of her Time to the 
a ſincere Repentance to make all the Atonement 
indeed how could 1t be expected otherwiſe, from 


in Vanity, ſurrounded with Flattery, and in- 
ur'd to a profuſe way of Living? Moſt Women, 


much, few would have done better, and many 
would have done much worſe. However, after 
having long lain in the greateſt Torment, ſhe at 
laſt” died an exemplary Penitent, on Friday the 
23d Day of October, 1730, about two of the Clock +: | 
in the Morning, aged 47 Years, being born in the * 
Year 1683. 5 2151 Som 


AFTER her Deceaſe, her Corps was removed 
on Monday the 26th Day of the ſaid Month f 
October in the Evening, from her Houſe in Groſ- 
venor ſtreet, to the Feruſalem Chamber in Weſt- 
minſter- Abbey, where it lay in State the next 
Evening, and Iate that Night was interr'd in the. 
Aid AFbey, in great Funeral Pomp. The Sup- 


porters of her Pall being the Lords Delawar and, 
. LOR nnn eee hs 
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and Captain Elliot. 8 


tion'd, to her Friends and Relations. 


Nn 


vas, Mr. Carey, Mr. * wks in ö 


SRE made a win, 43 1 bass at able i: 


and died very rich. having left a ey. man Le. 3 
gacies, beſides thoſe that have been bef ren n 


Tus having conducted this celebrate 28 | 
to her laſt Obſequies, we can only ohſerve ge 
neral, that ſlie was a Woman of admirable good | 5 1 
Qualities, with ſome few Failings; and iF thoſe © - -” =p 
rigid Ladies, who are ſo very exact in point f IS 
Chaſtity, cannot overlook that Tranſgreſſion in 
her, I would adviſe them to imitate her in het ng 

Perfe&ions, othetwiſe I will aſſure them, that tis 
very poſſible for a Woman of the niceſt Virtue | 
in that one point, to make a more intolerable 
Wife, a more reproachable Mother, a more worth- |. - 5 1 
leſs Friend, a more difagreable Companion, and. 
in a word, a more ane Creature l. ; = l 
together, than yo moſt abandon'd Woman, ia 
that one reſpect only in England; and we ſhall © * 
conclude with ſaying, that i they don't care to * a 
give any Grains of Allowance to the Temptati -. 
ons wherewith ſhe was ſurrounded, nor think it 
an Excuſe for living like her, we hope they wont 
take it amiſs, if we offer them this Piece of Ad- 
vice, which is, to be very careful to die like her. 


When monrning Oldfield on her Death bed lay, 
Oldfield the Fair, the Witty, and the Gay; 
Thus to ber Friends around ber did ſhe cry, 
Live not like Oldfield, but like Oldfield die. 
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rf. ANN OLDFIELD. 


THE Boxes Charmer, and the Pit's Delight, 
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By cruel Death now raviſbd 
Here Oldfield lies; in that one fingle Name 


* 


Al's ſaid that can perpetuate her Fame. 
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